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time to achieve our goals; patience in all the
sacrifices that may come.

Today those sacrifices are being made by
members of our Armed Forces who now de-
fend us so far from home, and by their proud
and worried families. A Commander in Chief
sends America’s sons and daughters into a
battle in a foreign land only after the greatest
care and a lot of prayer. We ask a lot of those
who wear our uniform. We ask them to leave
their loved ones, to travel great distances, to
risk injury, even to be prepared to make the
ultimate sacrifice of their lives. They are
dedicated; they are honorable; they represent
the best of our country. And we are grateful.

To all the men and women in our military,
every sailor, every soldier, every airman,
every coastguardsman, every marine, I say
this: Your mission is defined; your objectives
are clear; your goal is just; you have my full
confidence; and you will have every tool you
need to carry out your duty.

I recently received a touching letter that
says a lot about the state of America in these
difficult times, a letter from a fourth-grade
girl with a father in the military: ‘‘As much
as I don’t want my dad to fight,’’ she wrote,
‘‘I’m willing to give him to you.’’

This is a precious gift, the greatest she
could give. This young girl knows what Amer-
ica is all about. Since September 11, an entire
generation of young Americans has gained
new understanding of the value of freedom
and its cost in duty and in sacrifice.

The battle is now joined on many fronts.
We will not waver; we will not tire; we will
not falter; and we will not fail. Peace and
freedom will prevail.

Thank you. May God continue to bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. in the Treaty
Room at the White House.

Remarks at the Swearing-In
Ceremony for Tom Ridge as
Director of the Office of Homeland
Security
October 8, 2001

Please be seated. Thank you all. Welcome
to the White House.

Today I signed an Executive order creating
a new Homeland Security Office, charged
with strengthening America’s protections
against terrorism. And I’ve picked a really
good man to lead that office. In case you
hadn’t figured it out, it’s Tom Ridge. [Laugh-
ter]

Together, we will confront the threat of
terrorism. We will take strong precautions
aimed at preventing terrorist attacks and pre-
pare to respond effectively if they might
come again. We will defend our country, and
while we do so, we will not sacrifice the free-
doms that make our land unique.

The best defense against terror is a global
offensive against terror, wherever it might be
found. Yesterday we opened another front
on the war on terrorism as we began conven-
tional military operations designed to destroy
terrorist training camps and military installa-
tions of the Taliban Government.

Secretary Don Rumsfeld, who is leading
a really fine team, will brief the country this
afternoon. But he informed me this morning
that the military mission of yesterday was ex-
ecuted as planned, and at the same time, that
our good Nation dropped over 37,000 kits
of food and medicine. This is an important
part of a war already underway that is being
conducted on many fronts.

The first shot of the war was fired several
weeks ago, as we began freezing bank ac-
counts and cutting off funding of known ter-
rorist organizations and front groups that
support them. And I appreciate so very much
the Secretary of Treasury’s work, Paul
O’Neill.

We’ve worked aggressively on the diplo-
matic front, developing a broad and strong
coalition of countries who are united with us
and involved in our campaign. And Mr. Sec-
retary Powell and his team have done a re-
markable job of rallying the lovers of freedom
to our side. Mr. Secretary, thank you.

Our intelligence and law enforcement
agencies are working around the clock and
around the world. Attorney General Ashcroft
and George Tenet and Bob Mueller are all
doing a fantastic job of making sure we’ve
got the best intelligence and the best infor-
mation, not only to protect ourselves but to
bring the evildoers to justice.
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On all efforts and all fronts, we’re going
to be ongoing and relentless as we tighten
the net of justice. This will be a long war.
It requires understanding and patience from
the American people. Members of my Cabi-
net understand that, and I appreciate them
all being here. These are fine Americans who
understand the nature of the conflict and are
prepared to join me in doing whatever it
takes to win the war, not only for our country
today but for generations to come tomorrow.

It’s an honor for me to welcome the Ridge
family here to the White House: the former
first lady of Pennsylvania, Michele Ridge,
and of course, Lesley and Tommy, thank you
all for being here, and thank you for your
sacrifice.

I want to thank all of Tom’s friends for
coming up from Pennsylvania. It looks like
he’s got a few who don’t live in Pennsylvania,
as well. Thank you all for being here. I’m
so appreciative that Clarence Thomas is here
to swear in Tom. I appreciate the Mayor of
Washington, DC, being here. Mr. Mayor,
thank you for your cooperation.

It’s just the beginning of what we need
to do together to make sure our Nation’s
Capital safe and secure. As we’ve learned,
we face new threats, and therefore, we need
new defenses for our country. And I’ve found
the right man to coordinate that effort.

Tom Ridge has been a chief executive. He
is a leader who has shown he can draw the
best out of people and out of organizations.
He’s a decorated combat veteran of the Viet-
nam war. He’s a patriot who has heard the
sound of battle.

He’s seen the reach of terror in a field
in his own State. He’s a man of compassion
who has seen what evil can do. I’ve given
Tom and the Office of Homeland Security
a mission: to design a comprehensive, coordi-
nated national strategy to fight terror here
at home.

We face a united, determined enemy. We
must have a united and determined response.
The Homeland Security Office has a series
of specific goals and will have my authority
to meet them: One, take the strongest pos-
sible precautions against terrorism by bring-
ing together the best information and intel-
ligence—in the war on terror, knowledge is
power; strengthen and help protect our

transportation systems, our food and water
systems, and our critical infrastructure by
making them less vulnerable to attack; re-
spond effectively to terrorist actions if they
come. The Office will coordinate Federal as-
sistance with State and local efforts. America
is going to be prepared.

The Office will work in conjunction with
the new Homeland Security Council, chaired
by me and made up of my Cabinet and other
senior officials. The Office mission will have
the full attention and complete support of
the very highest levels of our Government.

I know that many Americans at this time
have fears. We’ve learned that America is not
immune from attack. We’ve seen that evil is
real. It’s hard for us to comprehend the men-
tality of people that will destroy innocent
folks the way they have. Yet, America is equal
to this challenge, make no mistake about it.
They’ve roused a mighty giant. A compas-
sionate land will rise united to not only pro-
tect ourselves, not only make our homeland
as secure as possible but to bring the
evildoers to justice so that our children might
live in freedom.

It’s now my honor to call Clarence Thomas
up here to swear in Tom Ridge.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:53 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mayor Anthony A. Williams of
Washington, DC. The transcript released by the
Office of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of Director Ridge.

Executive Order 13228—
Establishing the Office of Homeland
Security and the Homeland Security
Council

October 8, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment. I hereby estab-
lish within the Executive Office of the Presi-
dent an Office of Homeland Security (the
‘‘Office’’) to be headed by the Assistant to
the President for Homeland Security.
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